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Jesus Is the Perfect Israel 

Israel and all his family went and dwelt in Egypt (Gen. 46:1–7). God made a great nation 

of him there, but that nation would prove unfaithful to the Lord. Therefore, the New Israel 

came. In fleeing the murderous Herod, our young Lord goes to Egypt (Matt. 2:13–23), that 

the prophecy might be fulfilled, “Out of Egypt I called my Son” (Hos. 11:1). Jesus brings 

to perfection what old Israel could not. He is the faithful Israel, the embodiment of the 

people of God. He offers His perfect and holy life in place of our own. He submits Himself 

to persecution and suffering in order to save us. Therefore, we should not think it strange 

when we who are in Christ experience trials because of the faith (1 Pet. 4:12–19). Rather, 

we rejoice to share in Christ’s sufferings, knowing that we will also share in His glory. 
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Communion at All Saints 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 

another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession 

of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity 

of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and 

are at peace with one another. 

 Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 

to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any who 

are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those not 

receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a blessing. Simply 

cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you a blessing; and 

know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice. 

 Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the 

LSB hymnal on p. 308. 

 For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; John 17:20–23; 1 

Corinthians 11:17–34. 

  

 
  
  



 Divine Service 3 
 

Second Sunday after Christmas 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
  



685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626–81; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Tune: Georg G. Boltze, 18th cent. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214 
Tune: Public domain 

  

  

 



Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 8:1, 4–6; antiphon: v. 2 

 
Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because | of your foes,* 

 to still the enemy and the a- | venger. 

O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in | all the earth!* 

 You have set your glory above the | heavens. 

What is man that you are mind- | ful of him,* 

 and the son of man that you | care for him? 

Yet you have made him a little lower than the heavenly | beings* 

 and crowned him with glory and | honor. 

You have given him dominion over the works | of your hands;* 

 you have put all things under | his feet. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Out of the mouth of babes and infants, you have established strength because | of your foes,* 

 to still the enemy and the a- | venger. 

   

Kyrie  

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
  



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. 

Grant that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
  

Old Testament Reading Genesis 46:1–7 
 1So Israel took his journey with all that he had and came to Beersheba, and offered 

sacrifices to the God of his father Isaac. 2And God spoke to Israel in visions of the night and 

said, “Jacob, Jacob.” And he said, “Here am I.” 3Then he said, “I am God, the God of your 

father. Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make you into a great nation. 4I 

myself will go down with you to Egypt, and I will also bring you up again, and Joseph’s hand 

shall close your eyes.” 

 5Then Jacob set out from Beersheba. The sons of Israel carried Jacob their father, their little 

ones, and their wives, in the wagons that Pharaoh had sent to carry him. 6They also took their 

livestock and their goods, which they had gained in the land of Canaan, and came into Egypt, 

Jacob and all his offspring with him, 7his sons, and his sons’ sons with him, his daughters, 

and his sons’ daughters. All his offspring he brought with him into Egypt. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  



Gradual Psalm 106:47; Isaiah 63:16b 

 
Save us, O LORD our God, and gather us from among the | nations,* 

 that we may give thanks to your holy name and glory | in your praise. 

You, O LORD, are our | Father,* 

 our Redeemer from of old | is your name. 

  

Epistle 1 Peter 4:12–19 
 12Beloved, do not be surprised at the fiery trial when it comes upon you to test you, as 

though something strange were happening to you. 13But rejoice insofar as you share Christ’s 

sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 14If you are 

insulted for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests 

upon you. 15But let none of you suffer as a murderer or a thief or an evildoer or as a meddler. 
16Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in that 

name. 17For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it begins with us, 

what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18And 

“If the righteous is scarcely saved, 

 what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 

19Therefore let those who suffer according to God’s will entrust their souls to a faithful 

Creator while doing good. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

  

Alleluia and Verse Psalm 145:21 

 

 
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,* 

 and let all flesh praise his holy name forever and | ever. 

 
 
  



Holy Gospel Matthew 2:13–23 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the second chapter. 

  

 
  

 13When [the wise men] had departed, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and said, “Rise, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until 

I tell you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.” 14And he rose and took 

the child and his mother by night and departed to Egypt 15and remained there until the death 

of Herod. This was to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet, “Out of Egypt I called 

my son.” 

 16Then Herod, when he saw that he had been tricked by the wise men, became furious, and 

he sent and killed all the male children in Bethlehem and in all that region who were two 

years old or under, according to the time that he had ascertained from the wise men. 17Then 

was fulfilled what was spoken by the prophet Jeremiah: 

18“A voice was heard in Ramah, 

 weeping and loud lamentation, 

Rachel weeping for her children; 

 she refused to be comforted, because they are no more.” 

 19But when Herod died, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in 

Egypt, 20saying, “Rise, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for those 

who sought the child’s life are dead.” 21And he rose and took the child and his mother and 

went to the land of Israel. 22But when he heard that Archelaus was reigning over Judea in 

place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there, and being warned in a dream he withdrew 

to the district of Galilee. 23And he went and lived in a city called Nazareth, that what was 

spoken by the prophets might be fulfilled: “He shall be called a Nazarene.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
  

  



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
  



385 From East to West 

 

 

 
Text: Coelius Sedulius, 5th cent.; tr. John Ellerton, 1826–93, alt. 
Tune: Geistliche lieder, 1539, Leipzig, ed. Valten Schumann 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Sermon 
 
Offertory  

 

 

 

 



 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 

Nunc Dimittis  

 

  

  

  

 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving  

 



 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

 
 

  

Benedicamus  

 
  

 
 

Benediction  

 

 



 

 
 

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: William Williams, 1717–91, abr.; (st. 1): tr. Peter Williams, 1722–96, alt.; (sts. 2–3): tr. William Williams, 1717–91 
Tune: John Hughes, 1873–1932 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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