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God Declares Us Righteous, Unsheathing His Word against All Evil 

“‘Let there be light,’ and there was light” (Gen. 1:1—2:3). The Father speaks, and it is so. 
His Word accomplishes what it says. He created all things out of nothing through His Son 
by the power of the Holy Spirit. The Father’s creative Word became flesh in Jesus Christ, 
that He might restore fallen creation and save fallen man. To the nobleman whose son 
was deathly ill, Jesus says, “Go; your son will live” (John 4:46–54). And in the very hour 
Jesus spoke, the nobleman’s son was made well. The Word of Christ still accomplishes 
what it says. In baptism, absolution, and the Lord’s Supper, He declares His life-giving 
forgiveness to you, and it is so. This saving Word of God is the sword of the Spirit by which 
you are able to fight off all the onslaughts of the devil (Eph. 6:10–17). “Therefore take up 
the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having 
done all, to stand firm.” 
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Communion at All Saints 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 

another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession 

of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity 

of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and 

are at peace with one another. 

 Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 

to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any who 

are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran Church—

Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those not 

receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a blessing. Simply 

cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you a blessing; and 

know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice. 

 Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the 

LSB hymnal on p. 308. 

 For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; John 17:20–23; 1 

Corinthians 11:17–34. 

  

 
  
  



 Divine Service 3 
 

The Twenty-first Sunday after Trinity 
 

 

Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God 

our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I 

have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal 

punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I 

pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter 

sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful 

to me, a poor, sinful being. 

 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of 

the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the 

command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
  



512 At the Name of Jesus 

 

 

 

 
 

5 In your hearts enthrone Him; 

    There let Him subdue 

All that is not holy, 

    All that is not true: 

Crown Him as your captain 

    In temptation’s hour; 

Let His will enfold you 

    In its light and pow’r. 

  

6 Christians, this Lord Jesus 

    Shall return again 

In His Father’s glory, 

    With His angel train; 

For all wreaths of empire 

    Meet upon His brow, 

And our hearts confess Him 

    King of glory now. 

  

D 7 Glory then to Jesus, 

    Who, the Prince of light, 

To a world in darkness 
    Brought the gift of sight; 

Praise to God the Father; 

    In the Spirit’s love 

Praise we all together 

    Him who reigns above. 
Text: Caroline M. Noel, 1817–77, alt.  Tune: Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872–1958  Text and tune: Public domain 



Service of the Word 

Introit Psalm 119:1, 38–40; antiphon: Liturgical Text 

 
The whole world is | in your power;* 

 O Lord, King Almighty, no one can | gainsay you. 

For you have made | heaven and earth;* 

 you are | Lord of all! 

Blessèd are those whose way is | blameless,* 

 who walk in the law | of the LORD! 

Confirm to your servant your | promise,* 

 that you | may be feared. 

Turn away the reproach | that I dread,* 

 for your just de- | crees are good. 

Behold, I long for your | precepts;* 

 in your righteousness | give me life! 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The whole world is | in your power;* 

 O Lord, King Almighty, no one can | gainsay you. 

For you have made | heaven and earth;* 

 you are | Lord of all! 

  

Kyrie  

 

 
 
Gloria in Excelsis  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

 
  

P O Lord, keep Your household, the Church, in continual godliness that through Your 

protection she may be free from all adversities and devoutly given to serve You in good 

works; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
  

Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1—2:3 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form and 

void, and darkness was over the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the 

face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And God saw that the light was 

good. And God separated the light from the darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the 

darkness he called Night. And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

 6And God said, “Let there be an expanse in the midst of the waters, and let it separate the 

waters from the waters.” 7And God made the expanse and separated the waters that were 

under the expanse from the waters that were above the expanse. And it was so. 8And God 

called the expanse Heaven. And there was evening and there was morning, the second day. 

 9And God said, “Let the waters under the heavens be gathered together into one place, and 

let the dry land appear.” And it was so. 10God called the dry land Earth, and the waters that 

were gathered together he called Seas. And God saw that it was good. 

 11And God said, “Let the earth sprout vegetation, plants yielding seed, and fruit trees 

bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind, on the earth.” And it was so. 
12The earth brought forth vegetation, plants yielding seed according to their own kinds, and 

trees bearing fruit in which is their seed, each according to its kind. And God saw that it was 

good. 13And there was evening and there was morning, the third day. 

 14And God said, “Let there be lights in the expanse of the heavens to separate the day from 

the night. And let them be for signs and for seasons, and for days and years, 15and let them be 



lights in the expanse of the heavens to give light upon the earth.” And it was so. 16And God 

made the two great lights—the greater light to rule the day and the lesser light to rule the 

night—and the stars. 17And God set them in the expanse of the heavens to give light on the 

earth, 18to rule over the day and over the night, and to separate the light from the darkness. 

And God saw that it was good. 19And there was evening and there was morning, the fourth 

day. 

 20And God said, “Let the waters swarm with swarms of living creatures, and let birds fly 

above the earth across the expanse of the heavens.” 21So God created the great sea creatures 

and every living creature that moves, with which the waters swarm, according to their kinds, 

and every winged bird according to its kind. And God saw that it was good. 22And God 

blessed them, saying, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the waters in the seas, and let birds 

multiply on the earth.” 23And there was evening and there was morning, the fifth day. 

 24And God said, “Let the earth bring forth living creatures according to their kinds—

livestock and creeping things and beasts of the earth according to their kinds.” And it was so. 
25And God made the beasts of the earth according to their kinds and the livestock according to 

their kinds, and everything that creeps on the ground according to its kind. And God saw that 

it was good. 

 26Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, after our likeness. And let them have 

dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens and over the livestock and 

over all the earth and over every creeping thing that creeps on the earth.” 

27So God created man in his own image, 

 in the image of God he created him; 

 male and female he created them. 

 28And God blessed them. And God said to them, “Be fruitful and multiply and fill the earth 

and subdue it and have dominion over the fish of the sea and over the birds of the heavens 

and over every living thing that moves on the earth.” 29And God said, “Behold, I have given 

you every plant yielding seed that is on the face of all the earth, and every tree with seed in its 

fruit. You shall have them for food. 30And to every beast of the earth and to every bird of the 

heavens and to everything that creeps on the earth, everything that has the breath of life, I 

have given every green plant for food.” And it was so. 31And God saw everything that he had 

made, and behold, it was very good. And there was evening and there was morning, the sixth 

day. 

 1Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. 2And on the 

seventh day God finished his work that he had done, and he rested on the seventh day from all 

his work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, because on it 

God rested from all his work that he had done in creation. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  



Gradual Psalm 90:1–2 

 
Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 

 in all gener- | ations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth | and the 

world,* 

 from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 

  

Epistle Ephesians 6:10–17 
 10Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of his might. 11Put on the whole armor 

of God, that you may be able to stand against the schemes of the devil. 12For we do not 

wrestle against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the 

cosmic powers over this present darkness, against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly 

places. 13Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the 

evil day, and having done all, to stand firm. 14Stand therefore, having fastened on the belt of 

truth, and having put on the breastplate of righteousness, 15and, as shoes for your feet, having 

put on the readiness given by the gospel of peace. 16In all circumstances take up the shield of 

faith, with which you can extinguish all the flaming darts of the evil one; 17and take the 

helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Alleluia and Verse Psalm 125:1 

 

 
Those who trust in the LORD are like Mount | Zion,* 

 which cannot be moved, but abides for- | ever. 

 
 
  



Holy Gospel John 4:46–54 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourth chapter. 

  

 
  

 46[Jesus] came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at 

Capernaum there was an official whose son was ill. 47When this man heard that Jesus had 

come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to come down and heal his son, 

for he was at the point of death. 48So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders 

you will not believe.” 49The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 
50Jesus said to him, “Go; your son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to 

him and went on his way. 51As he was going down, his servants met him and told him that his 

son was recovering. 52So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, and they said to 

him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53The father knew that was the hour 

when Jesus had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his 

household. 54This was now the second sign that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to 

Galilee. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
  

  



Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
  



607 From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. 
Text and tune: Martin Luther, 1483–1546 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  



Sermon 
 
Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of the Church  
 
Nunc Dimittis  

 

  

  

  



 

 

 
 
Thanksgiving  

 

 
 

P Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary 

gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same 

in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

  

 
 

 
 

  



Benedicamus  

 
  

 
 

Benediction  

 

 

 

 
 
  



665 Be Strong in the Lord 

 

 

 

 
Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, 1926–2024 
Tune: C. Hubert H. Parry, 1848–1918 
Text: © 1984 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214 
Tune: Public domain 
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