All Saints Lutheran Church

The Ninth Sunday after Trinity
August 17, 2025

The Steward’s Shrewdness Sanctified

“The master commended the dishonest manager for his shrewdness” (Luke 16:1-9). The
steward’s shrewdness is praiseworthy for two reasons. First, he knew the master would
be merciful. He trusted that the master would honor the debts he forgave in the master’s
name. In the same way, though we have squandered our heavenly Father’s possessions
in selfishness and sin, Jesus is the Steward who has canceled our debt, knowing that His
forgiveness will be honored by the Father because of the holy cross. Secondly, the
steward was shrewd in using oil and wheat to provide for his earthly welfare. So also do
these earthly elements aid us when pressed into heavenly use in the anointing of baptism
and the wheat of the Lord’s Supper. Those who have the Sacraments will have an eternal
home when their earthly home fails. These provide us aid in times of temptation (1 Cor.
10:6-13). For the Lord is our strength and a shield to all who trust in Him (2 Sam. 22:26—
34).
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Communion at All Saints

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession
of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity
of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and
are at peace with one another.

Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so
to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any who
are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those not
receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a blessing. Simply
cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you a blessing; and
know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice.

Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the
LSB hymnal on p. 308.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26—29; John 17:20-23; 1
Corinthians 11:17-34.
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The Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ~I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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But a - bove all the  souls dis - tressed,
Choos - es to live with us in love,
Yet He  would deign with us to dwell
Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the  same,
You, not the world, My face shall  see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.
Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.
With  all  His grace  and His fa - vor.
And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.
My peace I leave with  you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.
Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87 Text and tune: Public domain



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 54:1-3, 7; antiphon: v. 4-5
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Behold, God is my | helper;*
the Lord is the upholder | of my life.
He will return the evil to my | enemies;*
in your faithfulness put an | end to them.
O God, save me, | by your name,*
and vindicate me | by your might.
O God, | hear my prayer;*
give ear to the words | of my mouth.
For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men | seek my life;*
they do not set God be- | fore themselves.
For he has delivered me from every | trouble,*
and my eye has looked in triumph on my | enemies.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold, God is my | helper;*
the Lord is the upholder | of my life.
He will return the evil to my | enemies;*
in your faithfulness put an | end to them.

Kyrie

Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer-cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Gloria in Excelsis
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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Thou that takest away the sin of the world, re-ceive our prayer.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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And with thy Spir - it.

b,

P Let us pray.

(P) Let Your merciful ears, O Lord, be open to the prayers of Your humble servants; and
that they may obtain their petitions, make them to ask such things as shall please You;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy

Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading

26«With the merciful you show yourself merciful;

with the blameless man you show yourself blameless;

2Twith the purified you deal purely,

and with the crooked you make yourself seem tortuous.

Y ou save a humble people,

but your eyes are on the haughty to bring them down.

For you are my lamp, O LORD,

and my God lightens my darkness.
3%For by you I can run against a troop,

and by my God I can leap over a wall.
31This God—his way is perfect;

the word of the LORD proves true;

he is a shield for all those who take refuge in him.

32«For who is God, but the LORD?

And who is a rock, except our God?
3This God is my strong refuge

and has made my way blameless.
3*He made my feet like the feet of a deer

and set me secure on the heights.”

2 Samuel 22:26-34



This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 8:1
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O | LORD, our Lord,*

how majestic is your name in | all the earth!
You have set your | glory*

above the | heavens.

Epistle 1 Corinthians 10:6—13
®Now these things took place as examples for us, that we might not desire evil as they did.

"Do not be idolaters as some of them were; as it is written, “The people sat down to eat and
drink and rose up to play.” *We must not indulge in sexual immorality as some of them did,
and twenty-three thousand fell in a single day. We must not put Christ to the test, as some of
them did and were destroyed by serpents, !°nor grumble, as some of them did and were
destroyed by the Destroyer. "Now these things happened to them as an example, but they
were written down for our instruction, on whom the end of the ages has come. '*Therefore let
anyone who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. '*No temptation has overtaken you
that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your
ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able
to endure it.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse Psalm 112:1
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Blessed is the man who | fears the LORD,*
who greatly delights in his com- | mandments!
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Holy Gospel Luke 16:1-13
(P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

I[Jesus] also said to the disciples, “There was a rich man who had a manager, and charges
were brought to him that this man was wasting his possessions. 2And he called him and said
to him, “What is this that I hear about you? Turn in the account of your management, for you
can no longer be manager.” 3And the manager said to himself, ‘What shall I do, since my
master is taking the management away from me? I am not strong enough to dig, and [ am
ashamed to beg. “I have decided what to do, so that when I am removed from management,
people may receive me into their houses.” >So, summoning his master’s debtors one by one,
he said to the first, ‘How much do you owe my master?” ®He said, ‘A hundred measures of
oil.” He said to him, ‘Take your bill, and sit down quickly and write fifty.” "Then he said to
another, ‘And how much do you owe?’ He said, ‘A hundred measures of wheat.” He said to
him, ‘Take your bill, and write eighty.” 8The master commended the dishonest manager for
his shrewdness. For the sons of this world are more shrewd in dealing with their own
generation than the sons of light. °And I tell you, make friends for yourselves by means of
unrighteous wealth, so that when it fails they may receive you into the eternal dwellings.

10¢One who is faithful in a very little is also faithful in much, and one who is dishonest in a
very little is also dishonest in much. ''If then you have not been faithful in the unrighteous
wealth, who will entrust to you the true riches? '>?And if you have not been faithful in that
which is another’s, who will give you that which is your own? *No servant can serve two
masters, for either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and
despise the other. You cannot serve God and money.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



730 What Is the World to Me
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1 What is the world to me  With all its vaunt - ed plea - sure
2 The world seeks to be praised And hon-ored by the might - y

3 The world seeks af - ter wealth And all that mam-mon of
4 What is the world to me! My Je -sus is my trea - sure,
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When You, and You a - lone, Lord Je - sus, are my trea - sure!
Yet nev-er once re - flects That they are frail and flight - y.
Yet mnev-er is con-tent Though gold should fill its cof - fers.
My life, my health, my wealth, My  friend, my love, my plea - sure,
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You on -1ly, dear - est Lord, My soul’s de - light shall be;
But what I tru - ly prize A - bove all things is He,
I have a high - er good, Con-tent with it Tl be:
My joy, my crown, my al, My bliss e - ter - nal - ly.
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You are my peace,my rest. What is the world to me!
My Je -sus, He a - lone. What 1is the world to me!
My Je - sus is my wealth. What is the world to me!
Once more, then, I de - clare: What is the world to me!
Text: Georg Michael Pfefferkorn, 1645-1732; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Ahasverus Fritsch, 1629-1701
Text and tune: Public domain
Sermon
Offertory
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from me. Re - store un-to  me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-

[/l
[ & I [ | I I | [T
L o 1 | | | | | | | 1

cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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Thanksgiving
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P} Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.

Benedicamus
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Bless we the Lord.
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His face shine upon you and be gra- cious un - to you.
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4 The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I- give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



714 WhonTrusts in God a Strong Abode
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3In all the strife  Of mor - tal life Our feet will
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love To Christ a - bove, No fear that heart op -
near, We shall not fear; Your strength will nev - er
hour Will lose its pow'r, For You will guard us
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fail us. Your rod and staff Will keep us safe And
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hope and con - so - la - tion, Our shield from foes, Our balm for
guide our steps for - ev - er; Nor shades of death Nor hell be -
bod - y, soul, and spir - it Un - til we stand At Your right
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woes,  Our great and sure sal - wva - tion.
neath Our lives from You will sev - er.
hand Through Je - sus’ sav - ing mer - it.

Text: tr. Benjamin H. Kennedy, 1804-99, alt.; (st. 1): Joachim Magdeburg, c. 1525-after 1587; (sts. 2-3): Harmonia cantionum, 1597, Leipzig
Tune: Claudin de Sermisy, c. 1490-1562
Text and tune: Public domain
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