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The Nativity of St. John the Baptist

St. John the Baptist is not the Christ, only His Forerunner (Acts 13:25). He was called from
the womb to bring Jacob back to God through his baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins (Is 49:5), just as Christ was the true Servant of the Lord. Miraculously
conceived by Zechariah the priest of barren Elizabeth, John was marked to be the greatest
born of women (Matt. 11:11). The Church rejoices over the Lord’s mercy just as Elizabeth’s
neighbors and relatives did at John’s birth. But when Zechariah’s tongue was loosed, John
was not the subject of his song. Blessed be the Lord God of Israel, who has visited and
redeemed His people. John is the voice preparing the way of the Lord (Isa. 40:3); Jesus,
the virgin-born Son of God, is that Lord. John is the prophet of the Most High. He is born
to give knowledge of salvation to God’s people by the forgiveness of their sins, because
Christ the Dayspring is visiting (Luke 1:76—79). Thus, what John preaches is the comfort
of iniquity pardoned by Jesus, the promised Savior of Israel (Acts 13:23) and the nations,
that His salvation may reach to the end of the earth (Isa. 49:6).
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Communion at All Saints

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession
of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity
of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and
are at peace with one another.

Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so
to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any who
are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those not
receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a blessing. Simply
cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you a blessing; and
know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice.

Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the
LSB hymnal on p. 308.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26—29; John 17:20-23; 1
Corinthians 11:17-34.
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St. Peter and St. Paul, Apostles

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the *} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the ~I* Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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But a - bove all the  souls dis - tressed,

Choos - es to live with us in love,

Yet He  would deign with us to dwell

Christ yes - ter - day, to - day, the  same,

You, not the world, My face shall  see.
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Long - ing for rest ev - er - last - ing.

Mak - ing our bod - ies His tem - ple.

With  all  His grace  and His fa - vor.

And ev - er - more, our Re - deem - er.

My peace I leave  with you. A - men.”

Text: Nikolai Fredrik Severin Grundtvig, 1783-1872, abr.; tr. Carl Déving, 1867-1937, alt.

Tune: Ludvig M. Lindeman, 1812-87
Text and tune: Public domain



Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 89:1, 5, 15-16; antiphon: Psalm 119:46

I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;*
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations.
Let the heavens praise your wonders, | O LORD,*
your faithfulness in the assembly of the | holy ones!
Blesséd are the people who know the | festal shout,*
who walk, O LORD, in the light | of your face,
who exult in your name | all the day*
and in your righteousness are ex- | alted.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
I will speak of your testimonies before kings, | [O Lord,]*
and shall not be | put to shame.

Kyrie
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Gloria in Excelsis
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men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we wor-ship Thee,

0 | ,
(" A | I | | I ]
L b P ot | -~ | | I | |
| £ W MO O | [ = 1 [ ~ I |
[ \‘.j} o rr | i 1 e LS ] |

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for = Thy great glory.
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O Lord God, heav’'n-ly King, God the Fa-ther Al - mighty.
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Thou only, O Christ, with the Ho - ly Ghost,
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art most high in the glory of God the Father. A - men.



Salutation and Collect of the Day
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P Let us pray.
(P) Merciful and eternal God, Your holy apostles Peter and Paul received grace and strength
to lay down their lives for the sake of Your Son. Strengthen us by Your Holy Spirit that
we may confess Your truth and at all times be ready to lay down our lives for Him who

laid down His life for us, even Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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First Reading Acts 15:1-21

"But some men came down from Judea and were teaching the brothers, “Unless you are
circumcised according to the custom of Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2And after Paul and
Barnabas had no small dissension and debate with them, Paul and Barnabas and some of the
others were appointed to go up to Jerusalem to the apostles and the elders about this question.
3S0, being sent on their way by the church, they passed through both Phoenicia and Samaria,
describing in detail the conversion of the Gentiles, and brought great joy to all the brothers.
“When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and the
elders, and they declared all that God had done with them. >But some believers who belonged
to the party of the Pharisees rose up and said, “It is necessary to circumcise them and to order
them to keep the law of Moses.”

®The apostles and the elders were gathered together to consider this matter. ’And after there
had been much debate, Peter stood up and said to them, “Brothers, you know that in the early
days God made a choice among you, that by my mouth the Gentiles should hear the word of
the gospel and believe. 3And God, who knows the heart, bore witness to them, by giving them
the Holy Spirit just as he did to us, ?and he made no distinction between us and them, having
cleansed their hearts by faith. '°Now, therefore, why are you putting God to the test by
placing a yoke on the neck of the disciples that neither our fathers nor we have been able to
bear? '"But we believe that we will be saved through the grace of the Lord Jesus, just as they
will.”



12And all the assembly fell silent, and they listened to Barnabas and Paul as they related
what signs and wonders God had done through them among the Gentiles. '3After they
finished speaking, James replied, “Brothers, listen to me. *Simeon has related how God first
visited the Gentiles, to take from them a people for his name. '>And with this the words of the
prophets agree, just as it is written,

16¢¢ A fter this I will return,
and I will rebuild the tent of David that has fallen;
I will rebuild its ruins,
and I will restore it,
7that the remnant of mankind may seek the Lord,
and all the Gentiles who are called by my name,
says the Lord, who makes these things '®%known from of old.’

YTherefore my judgment is that we should not trouble those of the Gentiles who turn to God,
20but should write to them to abstain from the things polluted by idols, and from sexual
immorality, and from what has been strangled, and from blood. ?'For from ancient
generations Moses has had in every city those who proclaim him, for he is read every Sabbath
in the synagogues.”

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Romans 10:15b, 18b, Isaiah 52:7b, alt.

How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the | good news,*
who publish peace and bring good news of sal- | vation.

Their voice has gone out to | all the earth,*
and their words to the ends | of the world.

Epistle Galatians 2:1-10
IThen after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along

with me. I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before
those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make
sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3But even Titus, who was with me, was not
forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. Yet because of false brothers secretly
brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they
might bring us into slavery— 3to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so
that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. °And from those who seemed to be
influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I
say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. On the contrary, when they saw that I had
been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the
gospel to the circumcised ¥(for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the



circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), and when James and Cephas
and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the
right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the
circumcised. °Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia and Verse Matthew 16:18b
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On this rock I will | build my church,

and the gates of hell shall not prevail | against it.
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Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13—19

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

3Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who
do people say that the Son of Man is?” '4And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others
say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” "He said to them, “But who do you
say that I am?” '*Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” '7And
Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not
revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 'And I tell you, you are Peter, and on
this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. '°T will give
you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”

(P] This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.



Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life *I- of the world to come. Amen.



647 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head

I i I b I ] 1 | — | | I } |
| | | | | | | | | ] |
1 Lord Je - sus Christ, the Church’s head, You are her one foun-
2 O Lord, Ilet this Your lit - tle flock, Your name a - lone con-
3 Help us to serve You ev - er - more With hearts both pure and
4 And for Your Gos - pel let us dare To sac - ri - fice all
04 .
(" A I y I I | T f | ]
- Il I I I | |
o e & s o [ T e = =
da - tion; In You she trusts, be - fore You bows, And
fess - ing, Con - tin - ue in  Your lov-ing care, True
low - ly; And may Your Word, that light di - vine, Shine
trea - sure; Teach us to bear Your bless-ed cross, To
Ha ‘ . ‘ .
(" A _ DY I I T I I T I | | I T ] ]
[ | [ I y [ T | I |
| | | | 1 | [ |
[y
waits for Your sal - va - tion. Built on this rock se - cure,
u - ni-ty pos-sess - ing. Your sac - ra - ments, O Lord,
on in splen-dor ho - ly That we re - pen-tance show,
find in You all plea - sure. O grant us  stead - fast - ness
) # .
| | I ]
| | & ] |
LAY } 1 11 ! [ 1 1 ‘\ i | n= |
Your Church  shall en- dure Though all  the world de -
And  Your sav - ing Word To us, Lord, pure re -
In faith ev - er grow, The pow’r of sin de -
In joy and dis-tress, Lest we, Lord, You for -
Hd ‘
(" A Y I I I I f I I
%—'—J 1 | I I ] [
o | ] | | |
| = | = 17
[y, ' -
cay And all things pass a - way.
tain. Grant that they may re - main
stroy  And e - vils that an - noy.
sake. Let us by grace par - take
H4 .
[ # L | [ | T I | | [ |
e — — i
Sy - - ) o — i |
Q) | r [+ X
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Our on - ly strength and  com - fort.
0] make us faith - ful Chris - tians.
of end - less joy and glad - ness.

Text: Johann Mentzer, 1658-1734; tr. William J. Schaefer, 1891-1976, alt.

Tune: Friedrich O. Reuter, 1863-1924

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214
Tune: Public domain



Sermon

Offertory
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Prayer of the Church

Nunc Dimittis
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Thanksgiving
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(P) Letus pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

A - men.
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Benedicamus
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Benediction
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Text: Horatio Bolton Nelson, 1823-1913, alt.

Tune: English; coll. and arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958
Text: Public domain

Tune: Public domain
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