All Saints Lutheran Church

Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion
April 13, 2025

The Cross and Passion of Our Lord Are the Hour of His Glory

“Behold, your King is coming to you . . . humble and mounted on a donkey” (Zech. 9:9—
12; Mt. 21:1-9). Our Lord rides in this humble fashion because He is entering Jerusalem
to humble Himself even to the point of death on a cross (Phil. 2:5-11). His kingly crown
will not be made of gold but of thorns, the sign of sin’s curse. For His royal reign is
displayed in bearing this curse for His people, saving us from our enemies by sacrificing
His own life. The sinless One takes the place of the sinner so that the sinner can be freed
and bear the name “Barabbas,” “son of the Father” (Matthew 26 and 27). It is at the name
of this exalted Savior, Jesus, that we bow in humbile faith. With the centurion who declared,
“Truly this was the Son of God!” (Mt. 27:54), we are also given to confess that Jesus Christ
is Lord, to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:11).
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Communion at All Saints

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession
of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity
of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and
are at peace with one another.

Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so
to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any who
are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper. Those not
receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a blessing. Simply
cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you a blessing; and
know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice.

Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the
LSB hymnal on p. 308.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26—29; John 17:20-23; 1
Corinthians 11:17-34.
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Palm Sunday/Sunday of the Passion

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the ~;« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.
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O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the &« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Palm Sunday Procession Reading Matthew 21:1-9
(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first chapter.
Glory be to Thee, O Lord.

"When they drew near to Jerusalem and came to Bethphage, to the Mount of Olives, then
Jesus sent two disciples, saying to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her. Untie them and bring them to
me. ®If anyone says anything to you, you shall say, ‘The Lord needs them,” and he will send
them at once.” #This took place to fulfill what was spoken by the prophet, saying,

5“Say to the daughter of Zion, ‘Behold, your king is coming to you,
humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a beast of burden.””

6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them. "They brought the donkey and the
colt and put on them their cloaks, and he sat on them. 8Most of the crowd spread their cloaks
on the road, and others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. °And the
crowds that went before him and that followed him were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son of
David! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the highest!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

443 Hosanna, Loud Hosanna (children sing v. 1)
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1 Ho - san-na, loud ho - san - na, The Ilit - tle chil-dren sang;
2 From Ol -i - vet they fol - lowed Mid an ex - ul - tant crowd,
3 “Ho-san-na in the high -est!” That an-cient song we sing;

Through pil - lared court and tem - ple The love - ly an - them rang.

The vic - tor palm branch wav - ing And chant-ing clear and loud.

For  Christ is our Re - deem-er, The Lord of heav’'n our King.
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To Je - sus, who had blessed them, Close fold - ed to His breast,

The Lord of earth and heav - en Rode on in low-ly state

Oh, may we ev - er praise Him With heart and life and voice
V—D—Hﬁ#—v—t—l_!—f—v—v—l'-l—'—'—v—v—?—rl
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The chil - dren sang their prais - es, The sim-plest and the best.
Nor scorned that lit - tle chil - dren Should on His bid-ding wait.
And in  His bliss-ful pres-ence E - ter - nal - ly re-joice!
Text: Jeannette Threlfall, 1821-80, alt. Tune: Gesangbuch der Herzogl. Hofkapelle, 1784, Wirttemberg Text and tune: Public domain



Service of the Word

Introit (sung by choir)

Be not Thou far from me, O Lord;

O my Strength, haste Thee to help me.

Save me from the lion’s mouth,

And deliver me from the horns of the unicorns.

Kyrie
o) | L | | | | A
=
[y I
Lord, have @ mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up -
[ 9 I f i 7 t — \ | —1 f i |
L l‘-'n I I | 1 1 | | | 1 | I Il |
e
on us Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.
Salutation and Collect of the Day
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(P} Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, You sent Your Son, our Savior Jesus Christ, to take upon
Himself our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross. Mercifully grant that we may
follow the example of His great humility and patience and be made partakers of His
resurrection; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Old Testament Reading Zechariah 9:9-12

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion!
Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem!
behold, your king is coming to you;
righteous and having salvation is he,
humble and mounted on a donkey,
on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
101 will cut off the chariot from Ephraim
and the war horse from Jerusalem;
and the battle bow shall be cut off,
and he shall speak peace to the nations;
his rule shall be from sea to sea,
and from the River to the ends of the earth.
HAs for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you,
I will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit.
12Return to your stronghold, O prisoners of hope;
today | declare that I will restore to you double.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 73:23b-24, 1
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You hold my | right hand.*

You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to | glory.
Truly God is good to | Israel,*

to those who are | pure in heart.

Epistle Philippians 2:5-11
SHave this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ Jesus, Swho, though he was in

the form of God, did not count equality with God a thing to be grasped, “but made himself
nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of men. 8And being found in
human form, he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a
cross. °Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above
every name, %o that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and
under the earth, tand every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Tract

Psalm 22:1, 4-5
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My God, my God, why have you for- | saken me?*
Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my | groaning?
In you our fathers | trusted;*
they trusted, and you de- | livered them.
To you they cried and were | rescued;*
in you they trusted and were not | put to shame.

Holy Gospel Matthew 27:11-54

(P) The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-seventh chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

1Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” 1?But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he gave no answer. *Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things
they testify against you?” 1*But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that
the governor was greatly amazed.

5Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to release for the crowd any one prisoner
whom they wanted. ®And they had then a notorious prisoner called Barabbas. 1’So when they
had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you want me to release for you: Barabbas, or
Jesus who is called Christ?” ‘8For he knew that it was out of envy that they had delivered him
up. PBesides, while he was sitting on the judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have
nothing to do with that righteous man, for | have suffered much because of him today in a
dream.” 2°Now the chief priests and the elders persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and
destroy Jesus. ' The governor again said to them, “Which of the two do you want me to
release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.” ??Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with
Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said, “Let him be crucified!” 2And he said, “Why, what
evil has he done?”” But they shouted all the more, “Let him be crucified!”

2450 when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather that a riot was beginning, he
took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I am innocent of this man’s
blood; see to it yourselves.” 2And all the people answered, “His blood be on us and on our
children!” 26Then he released for them Barabbas, and having scourged Jesus, delivered him to
be crucified.

2’Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the governor’s headquarters, and they
gathered the whole battalion before him. 28And they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on
him, 2°and twisting together a crown of thorns, they put it on his head and put a reed in his
right hand. And kneeling before him, they mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!”
30And they spit on him and took the reed and struck him on the head. 3*And when they had



mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and put his own clothes on him and led him away
to crucify him.

32As they went out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man
to carry his cross. 33And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a
Skull), %*they offered him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not
drink it. 3And when they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by
casting lots. **Then they sat down and kept watch over him there. 3’And over his head they
put the charge against him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” 3¥Then two
robbers were crucified with him, one on the right and one on the left. **And those who passed
by derided him, wagging their heads “°and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.”
4150 also the chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “*“He saved
others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the
cross, and we will believe in him. “3He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires
him. For he said, ‘I am the Son of God.”” “*And the robbers who were crucified with him also
reviled him in the same way.

“Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. 46And
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?”
that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?”” ’/And some of the bystanders,
hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” “4And one of them at once ran and took a
sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. *°But the
others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” S°And Jesus cried out
again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.

5LAnd behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. 5°The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the saints
who had fallen asleep were raised, >3and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection they
went into the holy city and appeared to many. >*When the centurion and those who were with
him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were filled with
awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!”

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O Christ.




Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life -t of the world to come. Amen.



442 All Glory, Laud, and Honor
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All glo-ry, laud, and hon - or To You, Re-deem-er, King,
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To whom the lips of chil - dren Made sweet ho - san - nas ring.
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1 You are the King of Is - rael And Da-vid's roy - al Son,
2 The com-pa - ny  of an - gels Is prais-ing You on high,
3 The mul-ti - tude of  pil-grims With palms be - fore You went;
4 To You be-fore Your pas-sion They sang their hymns of praise;
5 As You re-ceived their prais-es, Ac - cept the prayers we bring,
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Now in the Lord’s name com - ing,

And we with all cre - a -

O Source of ev - ry bless - ing,

Our King and Bless-ed One.

tion In cho-rus make re - ply.
Our praise and prayer and an - thems Be - fore You we pre - sent.
To You, now high ex - alt - ed, Our mel -0 - dy we raise.

Text: Theodulf of Orléans, c. 762-821; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.

Tune: Melchior Teschner, 1584-1635, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Sermon

Offertoryh

Our good and gra-cious King.

Cre - ate in me a clean heart, O God, and re -
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way fromThy pres-ence,and

take not Thy Ho-ly
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from me. Re - store un-to  me the joy of Thy sal - va -
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tion, and up - hold me with  Thy free spir-it. A - men.

Prayer of the Church

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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cord-ing to Thy word, for mine eyeshave seen Thy salvation,
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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Thanksgixing
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
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@A Bless we the Lord.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



438 A Lag‘nb Goes Uncomplaining Forth
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stripes, the wounds, the lies, The mock -er - vy, and
stripes are hard to bear, But by Your pas - sion
strong You are to save! You lay the One in
gar - ments rich - ly wrought, As  Your own bride shall
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yet  re - plies, “All this I glad - ly suf - fer.”
they will share The fruit of Your sal - va - tion.”
to the grave Who built the earth’s foun - da - tion.
we be brought To stand in  joy be - side You.



Text: Paul Gerhardt, 1607-76; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no.
110004214 Tune: Wolfgang Dachstein, c. 1487-1553. Public domain.

Acknowledgments
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible,
English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2025 Concordia Publishing House.



