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All Saints Lutheran Church

The Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

John the Baptizer Points Everyone to the Messiah

The coming of God in all His unveiled power at Mount Sinai was terrifying to the people of
Israel. The thundering voice of the Lord puts sinners in fear of death (Deut. 18:15-19).
God, therefore, raised up a prophet like Moses—the Messiah, the Christ. God came to His
people veiled in human flesh. The skies poured down the Righteous One from heaven;
the earth opened her womb and brought forth Salvation (Introit) through the blessed Virgin
Mary, the mother of the Lord (Luke 1:39-56). The fruit of her womb is the very Lamb of
God who takes away the sin of the world, the One whose sandal strap John was not worthy
to loose (John 1:19-28). In Jesus we are delivered from fear and anxiety. In Him alone we
have the peace of God which surpasses all understanding (Phil. 4:4-7).
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Communion at All Saints

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession
of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity
of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and
are at peace with one another.

Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so
to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any
who are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
Those not receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a
blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you
a blessing; and know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice.

Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the
LSB hymnal on p. 308.

For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15-35; 26:26—29; John 17:20-23; 1
Corinthians 11:17-34.




Divine Service 3

The Fourth Sunday in Advent (Rorate Coeli)

Confession and Absolution

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
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In the name of the Father and of the ~;« Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

4]

O almighty God, merciful Father,

I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which |
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But | am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and |
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ | forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the &« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



354 Arisen, O Christian People
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1 A - rise, O Chris-tian peo - ple! Pre- pare your-selves to-
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sins a - way. To us by grace a - lone The
heav'n-ly  guest. Make straight, make plain the way: The
soul shall lie. The heart  sin - cere and right, That
Ad - vent - tide. From stall and man - ger low Come
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low - 1ly wval - leys rais - ing, The heights of pride a -
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now to dwell with-in me; rn sing  Your prais - es
0 . .
A — i I " o i I —— —
S5 E—  — H = . o—{————H
U v___-_-/ ' T —
heav - en To all the world s shown.
bas - ing, His  path all e - ven lay.
ra - tion— It is the Lord’s de - light.
glad - ly And forth Your glo - 1y show.

Text: Valentin Thilo, 1607-62; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806-74, alt.
Tune: New Catechismus Gesangbiichlein, 1598, Hamburg, alt.
Text and tune: Public domain

Service of the Word

Introit Psalm 19:1, 4-6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a
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Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;

let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.



The heavens declare the glo- | ry of God,*
and the sky above proclaims his | handiwork.
Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end | of the
world.*
In them he has set a tent | for the sun,
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his | chamber,*
and, like a strong man, runs its | course with joy.
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the | end of them,*
and there is nothing hidden | from its heat.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Shower, O heavens, | from above,*
and let the clouds rain down | righteousness;
let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may | bear fruit;*
let the earth cause them | both to sprout.

Kyrie
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Lord, have mer - cy up - on us. Christ, have mer -cy up-
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on us. Lord, have mer - ¢y up - on us.

Salutatio;; and Collect of the Day
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® The Lord be with you.
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And with thy spir - it.
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(P Let us pray.

(P} Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which
weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.



A - men.

Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15-19

15“The LorD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among you, from your
brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 6just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb
on the day of the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD my
God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.” 1’And the LORD said to me, ‘They are right in
what they have spoken. 81 will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their
brothers. And I will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that |
command him. **And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my name, |
myself will require it of him.””

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual Psalm 145:18, 21
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The LoRD is near to all who | call on him,*
to all who call on | him in truth.
My mouth will speak the praise | of the LORD,*
and let all flesh bless his holy name forever and | ever.

Epistle Philippians 4:4-7
“Rejoice in the Lord always; again | will say, Rejoice. SLet your reasonableness be known
to everyone. The Lord is at hand; do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by
prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. “And the
peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in
Christ Jesus.

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Alleluia and Verse Psalm 40:17b
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Al-le -lu - ida. Alle-lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia.
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You are my help and my de- | liverer;*
do not delay, | O my God!
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Al-le - lu - ia. Alle-lu - ia Alle-lu - ia.
Holy Gospel John 1:19-28

(P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

BThis is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to
ask him, “Who are you?” *He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not the
Christ.” !And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” ??So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give
an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?”” ?He said, “I am the voice
of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,” as the prophet Isaiah
said.”

24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) ?They asked him, “Then why are you
baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26John answered them, I
baptize with water, but among you stands one you do not know, ?’even he who comes after
me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 2These things took place in Bethany
across the Jordan, where John was baptizing.

(P) This is the Gospel of the Lord.
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.




Nicene Creed
I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And | believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And | believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and | look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life - of the world to come. Amen.



357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel
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10 come, O come, Em - man - u - el, And ran - som
2 0O come, Thou Wis -dom from on high, Who or - d’rest
30 come, O come, Thou Lord of mightt Who to  Thy
4 O come, Thou Branch of Jes - se’s tree, Free them from
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cap - tive Is - ra - el That mourns in lone - ly
all  things might - i - ly; To us the path of
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Sa - tan’s tyr - an - ny That trust Thy might - y
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ex - ile here Un - il the Son of God ap - pear.
knowl - edge show, And teach wus in her ways to go.
give the Law In cloud and maj - es - ty and awe.
pow'’r to save, And give them vic - t'rty oO'er the grave.

Refrain
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Shall come to thee,
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5 O come, Thou Key of David, come,
And open wide our heav’nly home;
Make safe the way that leads on high,
And close the path to misery. Refrain

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, KéIn; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818-66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent.
Text and tune: Public domain



Sermon

Offertory
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Prayer of the Church

Nunc Dimittis
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Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant de - part in peace  ac-
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which Thou hast pre - pared be - fore the face of all people,
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a light to light-en the Gen - tiles and the glo - ry of Thy
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peo-ple Is - ra-el. Glo - ry  be to the Father and
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to the Son and to theHo-ly Ghost; as it was in the beginning,
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isnow, and ev-er shall be, world with - out end. A -men.

Thanksgiving
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,
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and His mercy endureth for - ev - er.

(P) Letus pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary
gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same
in faith toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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P The Lord be with you.
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And with thy  spir - it.

Benedicamus
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@A Bless we the Lord.
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Thanks be to God.

Benediction
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(P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make
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His face shine upon you and be gra-cious un - to you.
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon youand *I+ give you peace.
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A-men, a-men, a - men.



350 Come, Thou Precious Ransom, Come
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1 Come, Thou pre - cious Ran - som, come, On - ly hope for
2En - ter now my  wait - ing heart, Glo - rious King and
3 My ho - san - nas and my palms Gra - cious - ly re -
4 Hail! Ho - san - na, Da - vid’s Son! Je - sus, hear our
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sin - ful mor - rtals! Come, O Sav - ior of the world!
Lord most ho - ly. Dwell in me and ne’er de - part,
ceive, | pray Thee; Ev - er- more, as best 1 can,
sup - pli - ca - tion! Let Thy king - dom, scep-ter, crown,
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O - pen are to Thee all por - tals. Come, Thy beau -ty
Though I am but poor and low - ly. Ah, what rich - es
Sav - ior, I will hom-age pay Thee, And in faith I
Bring us bless-ing and sal - va - tion, That for - ev - er
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let us see; Anx - ious - ly we wait  for Thee.

will be mine When Thou art my  guest di - vine!

will em - brace, Lord, Thy mer - it through Thy grace.

we may sing: Hail!  Ho - san - na to our King.

Text: Johann Gottfried Olearius, 1635-1711; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Neu-verfertigtes Darmstéadtisches Gesang-Buch, 1699, Darmstadt
Text and tune: Public domain
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