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The Good Shepherd Cares for His Sheep 

Our Lord Jesus is the Good Shepherd (John 10:11–16). He is not like the hireling, who 
cares nothing for the sheep and only for himself, who flees when he sees the wolf coming. 
Rather, Jesus is the Good Shepherd who seeks out His scattered sheep to deliver them 
(Ezek. 34:11–16). He gathers them and feeds them in rich pasture. He binds up the broken 
and strengthens the sick. He lays down His life for wandering and wayward sheep. On the 
cross, Christ bore in His body the attacks of the predators of sin and death and the devil 
for you that you might be saved. He now lives to restore your soul in the still waters of 
baptism, to lead you in the paths of righteousness by the voice of His Gospel, to prepare 
the table of His holy supper before you, that you may dwell in the house of the Lord forever 
(Psalm 23). “For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd 
and Overseer of your souls” (1 Peter 2:25). 
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Communion at All Saints 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, 

as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood 

to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one 

another.  It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent 

of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may 

show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession 

of faith.  Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity 

of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and 

are at peace with one another. 

 Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so 

to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this 

altar.  Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any 

who are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran 

Church—Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.  

Those not receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a 

blessing.  Simply cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you 

a blessing; and know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice. 

 Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the 

LSB hymnal on p. 308. 

 For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; John 17:20–23; 1 

Corinthians 11:17–34. 
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Confession and Absolution 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have 

sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what 

we have left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not 

loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal 

punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your ways 

to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives 

you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I 

therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

  



463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Service of the Word 
Introit Psalm 33:1, 18–20; antiphon: vv. 5b, 6a 

 
The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.* 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia. 

Shout for joy in the LORD, O you | righteous!* 

 Praise befits the | upright. 

Behold, the eye of the LORD is on those who | fear him,* 

 on those who hope in his | steadfast love, 

that he may deliver their | soul from death* 

 and keep them alive in | famine. 

Our soul waits | for the LORD;* 



 he is our help | and our shield. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The earth is full of the steadfast love of the LORD. Alle- | luia.* 

 By the word of the LORD the heavens were made. Alle- | luia. 

 

Kyrie  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 

 



 
  

 

 
 

This Is the Feast  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 

 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, through the humiliation of Your Son You raised up the fallen world. Grant to 

Your faithful people, rescued from the peril of everlasting death, perpetual gladness and 

eternal joys; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 34:11–16 
 11“For thus says the Lord GOD: Behold, I, I myself will search for my sheep and will seek 

them out. 12As a shepherd seeks out his flock when he is among his sheep that have been 

scattered, so will I seek out my sheep, and I will rescue them from all places where they have 

been scattered on a day of clouds and thick darkness. 13And I will bring them out from the 

peoples and gather them from the countries, and will bring them into their own land. And I 

will feed them on the mountains of Israel, by the ravines, and in all the inhabited places of the 

country. 14I will feed them with good pasture, and on the mountain heights of Israel shall be 

their grazing land. There they shall lie down in good grazing land, and on rich pasture they 

shall feed on the mountains of Israel. 15I myself will be the shepherd of my sheep, and I 

myself will make them lie down, declares the Lord GOD. 16I will seek the lost, and I will bring 

back the strayed, and I will bind up the injured, and I will strengthen the weak, and the fat and 

the strong I will destroy. I will feed them in justice.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 2:21–25 
 21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an 

example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was deceit 

found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he 

did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 24He himself bore 

our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By his 

wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like sheep, but have now returned to 

the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse  

 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:11–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  



 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the 

sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, who does not own the sheep, sees the 

wolf coming and leaves the sheep and flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 
13He flees because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good 

shepherd. I know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I know 

the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other sheep that are not of this 

fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one flock, one 

shepherd.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

 

6 And so through all the length of days 
    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 



Sermon 
 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
 
Prayer of the Church 
 

  



Offertory  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Benediction  

 
  

 
  



710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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