All Saints Lutheran Church
The Baptism of Our Lord
In His Baptism, Jesus Takes His Place with Sinners
Our Lord Jesus is baptized “to fulfill all righteousness” (Matt. 3:13–17). He partakes of a
baptism for sinners in order that He might be our substitute and bear the judgment we
deserve. In the water, Jesus trades places with us. Our sin becomes His sin. His
righteousness becomes our righteousness. Our glory, therefore, is in “Christ Jesus, who
became to us . . . righteousness and sanctification and redemption” (1 Cor. 1:26–31).
Jesus is the “chosen” One sent from the Father to release us from the prison house of
sin and death (Is. 42:1–7). Baptized into Christ, we also become the chosen ones,
beloved of the Father. We cross the Jordan with Jesus (Joshua 3) through death into the
promised land of new life with God.
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Communion at All Saints
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that,
as He says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood
to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one
another. It is important, therefore, that those who come to the Lord’s Table trust His words, repent
of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives and loves us, that they may
show forth His death until He comes. Scripture also teaches that Holy Communion is a confession
of faith. Those who receive the sacrament together show forth their unity in Christ, that is, a unity
of heart and mind accomplished when all who commune together believe the same doctrine and
are at peace with one another.
Scripture teaches that those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so
to their great harm and that Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar. Therefore, we, along with the historic Christian church, practice Closed Communion. Any
who are not communicant members of All Saints, or another congregation of The Lutheran
Church—Missouri Synod, are asked to speak with the pastor before receiving the Lord’s Supper.
Those not receiving communion are invited to come forward during communion to receive a
blessing. Simply cross your arms over your chest and bow your head, and the pastor will give you
a blessing; and know that we would love to share more with you about our teaching and practice.
Prayers of preparation and thanksgiving for receiving the Lord’s Supper are found in the
LSB hymnal on p. 308.
For further study, see Matthew 5:23ff; 10:32ff; 18:15–35; 26:26–29; John 17:20–23; 1
Corinthians 11:17–34.
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Confession and Absolution
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P
C

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

P

Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins unto God
our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P
C

Our help is in the name of the Lord,
who made heaven and earth.

P
C

I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P
C

O almighty God, merciful Father,
I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities with which I
have ever offended You and justly deserved Your temporal and eternal
punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I
pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful
to me, a poor, sinful being.

P

Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the
command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father
and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

C

406 To Jordan Came the Christ, Our Lord

Text: © 1976 Elizabeth Quitmeyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214
Tune: Public domain

sts. 1–4

Service of the Word
Introit

Psalm 89:1, 26–28; antiphon: Liturgical Text; Psalm 89:20

Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
I have found David, my | servant;*
with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.
I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, for- | ever;*
with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all gener- | ations.
He shall cry to me, “You are my | Father,*
my God, and the Rock of my sal- | vation.”
And I will make him the | firstborn,*
the highest of the kings | of the earth.
My steadfast love I will keep for him for- | ever,*
and my covenant will stand | firm for him.
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
Behold the Lord, the rul- | er, has come,*
and the kingdom and the power and the glory are | in his hand.
I have found David, my | servant;*
with my holy oil I have a- | nointed him.

Kyrie

Gloria in Excelsis

Salutation and Collect of the Day

P

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River You proclaimed Him Your
beloved Son and anointed Him with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His
name faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with Him of everlasting
life; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Old Testament Reading
Joshua 3:1–3, 7–8, 13–17
1Then Joshua rose early in the morning and they set out from Shittim. And they came to the
Jordan, he and all the people of Israel, and lodged there before they passed over. 2At the end
of three days the officers went through the camp 3and commanded the people, “As soon as
you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God being carried by the Levitical priests,
then you shall set out from your place and follow it. . . .
7The LORD said to Joshua, “Today I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that
they may know that, as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. 8And as for you, command
the priests who bear the ark of the covenant, ‘When you come to the brink of the waters of the
Jordan, you shall stand still in the Jordan.’” . . .
13“And when the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all
the earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from
flowing, and the waters coming down from above shall stand in one heap.”
14So when the people set out from their tents to pass over the Jordan with the priests
bearing the ark of the covenant before the people, 15and as soon as those bearing the ark had
come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests bearing the ark were dipped in the brink
of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks throughout the time of harvest), 16the
waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a heap very far away, at Adam, the city
that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea,
were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17Now the priests

bearing the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the
Jordan, and all Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over
the Jordan.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gradual

Psalm 72:18–19

Blessèd be the LORD, the God of | Israel,*
who alone does | wondrous things.
Blessèd be his glorious name for- | ever;*
may the whole earth be filled with his glory! Amen and | Amen!

Epistle

1 Corinthians 1:26–31
26

For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly
standards, not many were powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27But God chose what is
foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame the
strong; 28God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring
to nothing things that are, 29so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 30He
is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, whom God made our wisdom and our righteousness
and sanctification and redemption. 31Therefore, as it is written, “Let the one who boasts, boast
in the Lord.”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia

Holy Gospel
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the third chapter.

13Then

Matthew 3:13–17

Jesus came from Galilee to the Jordan to John, to be baptized by him. 14John would
have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you come to me?” 15But

Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for thus it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.”
Then he consented. 16And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water,
and behold, the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a
dove and coming to rest on him; 17and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved
Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
P

This is the Gospel of the Lord.

Nicene Creed
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life T of the world to come. Amen.
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Sermon

sts. 5–7

Offertory

Prayer of the Church
Benedicamus
A Bless we the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.
Benediction
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you.
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.
C Amen.

403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race

5

For from the Father’s throne You came,
His banished children to reclaim;
And earth and sea and sky revere
The love of Him who sent You here.
Alleluia!
D7

6

And we are jubilant today,
For You have washed our guilt away.
O hear the glad new song we sing
On this, the birthday of our King!
Alleluia!

O Christ, Redeemer virgin-born,
Let songs of praise Your name adorn,
Whom with the Father we adore
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Alleluia!

Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214
Tune: © 2002 Stephen R. Johnson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004214
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