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The Lord Feeds His People
The Lord provided bread from heaven for His people in the wilderness (Ex. 16:2–21). Now
He who is Himself the living bread from heaven miraculously provides bread for the five
thousand (John 6:1–15). This took place near the time of the Passover, after a great
multitude had followed Jesus across the sea, and when He went up on a mountain. Seen
in this way, Jesus is our new and greater Moses, who releases us from the bondage of
Mount Sinai and makes us free children of the promise (Gal. 4:21–31). Five loaves become
twelve baskets—that is, the five books of Moses find their goal and fulfillment in Christ,
whose people continue steadfastly in the doctrine and fellowship of the twelve apostles, and
in the breaking and receiving of the bread of life, which is the body of Christ together with
His precious blood, and in the prayers (Acts 2:41–47). So it is that God’s people “shall not
hunger or thirst” (Is. 49:8–13). For He abundantly provides for us in both body and soul.

Matins

Psalmody

2

Venite

Psalm

Psalm 132:8–18; antiphon: v. 13

13For

the LORD has chosen | Zion;*
he has desired it for his | dwelling place

8Arise,

O LORD, and go to your | resting place,*
you and the ark | of your might.
9Let your priests be clothed with | righteousness,*
and let your saints | shout for joy.
10For the sake of your servant | David,*
do not turn away the face of your a- | nointed one.
11The

LORD swore to David a sure oath
from which he will | not turn back:*
“One of the sons of your body
I will set | on your throne.
3

12

If your sons keep my covenant
and my testimonies that I shall | teach them,*
their sons also forever
shall sit | on your throne.”
13

For the LORD has chosen | Zion;*
he has desired it for his | dwelling place:
14
“This is my resting place for- | ever;*
here I will dwell, for I have de- | sired it.
15
I will abundantly bless her pro- | visions;*
I will satisfy her | poor with bread.
16
Her priests I will clothe with sal- | vation,*
and her saints will | shout for joy.
17
There I will make a horn to sprout for | David;*
I have prepared a lamp for my a- | nointed.
18
His enemies I will | clothe with shame,*
but on him his | crown will shine.”
Glory be to the Father and | to the Son*
and to the Holy | Spirit;
as it was in the be- | ginning,*
is now, and will be forever. | Amen.
13For

the LORD has chosen | Zion;*
he has desired it for his | dwelling place

423 Jesus, Refuge of the Weary

Tune and text: Public domain
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Reading

Acts 2:41–47
41

So those who received his word were baptized, and there were added that day about three thousand souls.
42
And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers.
43
And awe came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were being done through the apostles. 44And all who
believed were together and had all things in common. 45And they were selling their possessions and belongings and
distributing the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46And day by day, attending the temple together and breaking bread in
their homes, they received their food with glad and generous hearts, 47praising God and having favor with all the
people. And the Lord added to their number day by day those who were being saved.
A
C

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading

John 6:1–15
1

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd
was following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing on the sick. 3Jesus went up on the mountain, and there
he sat down with his disciples. 4Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was at hand. 5Lifting up his eyes, then, and
seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these
people may eat?” 6He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7Philip answered him, “Two hundred
denarii would not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” 8One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s
brother, said to him, 9“There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?”
10Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five
thousand in number. 11Jesus then took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were
seated. So also the fish, as much as they wanted. 12And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up
the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 13So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets with fragments
from the five barley loaves, left by those who had eaten. 14When the people saw the sign that he had done, they said,
“This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!”
15Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the
mountain by himself.
A
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O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Lent)

Sermon

5

Canticle
Benedictus

Prayer
Kyrie
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Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects

Collect of the Day
L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new every morning; and though we deserve only
punishment, You receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of body and soul. Grant that we may
heartily acknowledge Your merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve You in willing
obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Collect in Time of Pestilence
L O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that we turn from our wickedness and live. Graciously
behold Your people who plead to You and spare us. Withdraw the scourge of Your wrath and be moved in mercy
to turn away this pestilence from us; for the sake of Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Collect for Grace
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, You have safely brought us to the beginning of this
day. Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any
kind of danger, but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, may be righteous in Your sight;
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen.
Benedicamus
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Benediction

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer

Text and tune: Public domain
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